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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


The Use of Salicylates in Rheumatism.— Alex. Lambert {Jour. 
Amcr. Mc<t. Asso., 1911, Ivii, SOS) says that, in using salicylates in 
rheumatism, if within forty-eight hours a distinctly hcnelicial action 
is not obtained with the form of salicylate that is being used for 
that patient, some other form of salicylate should be employed. Most 
patients are easily irritated by salicylic* acid and their stomachs soon 
reject it, yet these same patients will readily take sodium salicylate 
with no disturbance. Sodium salicylate, if given in solution with an 
excess of alkali, is infinitely less irritant to the gastric membrane than 
when given in powder form. Some patients cannot take sodium sali¬ 
cylate, ami yet they tolerate oil of wintergreen in large doses and rapidly 
respond to it. This natural oil of gaulthcria is no longer on the market, 
but the oleum betuhe, or oil of sweet birch, contains the same natural 
methyl salicylate. The natural salicylates seem to be less irritant 
and arc more active than the synthetic salicylates. Synthetic methyl 
salicylate is not suitable for internal use, and should only be used 
externally, l^tmbert. mentions salol, salicin, and salophen as forms of 
salicylates that may benefit when the more usual remedies fail. He 
particularly recommends salicin for rheumatic affections in children 
and in the aged as the form which is the least depressing and from 
which the most benefit seems to be obtained. Results front the use of 
aspirin in rheumatism have been disappointing to Lambert personally, 
although it is highly recommended by some. He mentions the hypo¬ 
dermic method of giving salicylates as recommended bv Siebert. i he 
results of treatment by this method are excellent, and this method may 
prove of advantage in those patients who cannot take salicylate by 
mouth. Lambert recommends highly a form of salicylate the use of 
which seems to reduce to a minimum the irritating and toxic symptoms. 
This salicylate is prepared as follows: Oleum betuhe is saponified 
either by superheated steam or caustic alkali; the resulting methyl 
alcohol is driven off by heat and the resulting salicylate is decomposed 
by sulphuric acid and washed until free from sulphates. After the sali¬ 
cylic acid is purified by rcerystallization it is mixed with an excess of 
sodium bicarbonate and made into tablets with a sugar binder. These 
tablets are freely soluble in water with a pleasant acid taste and with 
a free elimination of carbon dioxide. launbcrt says that this form of 
salicylate enables one to get a large amount of active salicylate into 
the circulation at once in the least toxic and most effective form of 
the natural salicylate. It is unforunately doubtful whether they will 
be in general use because of their expense. It is an exceedingly active 
and useful form of salicylate, however, with a maximum of rapidity 
of absorption, effectiveness after absorption, and a minimum of toxic 
action. 


The Use of Arsenic in the Treatment of Chlorosis.— Ski leu {pent, 
vied. IIWi., 1911, xxxvii, KUO) relates the results obtained by him in 
the treatment of 33 patients suffering from chlorosis. Thirteen of these 
patients were treated with arsenic alone, 12 received iron only, and the 
remaining S were given a combined treatment with both iron and 
arsenic. Seiler gave the arsenic in the form of arsenous acid in doses 
of from 0.00.j grain to 0.01 gram a day either in pill form or by subcu¬ 
taneous injection. The patients treated with arsenic alone derived 
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